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SUBJECT: SULTAN MAHMUD GHAZI VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
REF: KABUL 5858 

1. SULTAN MAHMUD GHAZI VISITED WASHINGTON OCTOBER 7-9 AND 
MET ONLY WITH AFGHAN EMBASSY AND IBRD OFFICIALS. WHILE 
HERE HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THIS WAS UNOFFICIAL VISIT. HE 
DECLINED OFFER OF HOSPITALITY BY STATE AND COMMERCE 
OFFICIALS, EXPLAINING TO JOHN SANDS OF MEPD THAT HE WAS 
"TOO TIRED FROM HIS TRAVELS." HE CONVEYED HIS THANKS FOR 
COURTESIES OFFERED IN AMIABLE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH 
ACTING DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY LAINGEN. 

2. DISCUSSIONS WITH IBRD OFFICIALS (BENJENK, WAPENHANS, 

P AIJMANS, IJICHI), FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON TOURISM PROJECT. 

RE HOTEL DESIGN IN B AMI AN, GHAZI EXPLAINED, GENERALLY TO 
BANK'S SATISFACTION, THAT GOA HAD NOT RPT NOT GIVEN FINAL 
APPROVAL TO BREUER ASSOCIATES DESIGN. HE ALSO ASKED IBRD 
TO HOLD IN ABEYANCE PROJECT FOR NEW HOTEL IN KABUL. TWO 
REASONS WERE ADVANCED FOR RETHINKING TOURISM PROJECT; 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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(1) COSTS HAD INCREASED GREATLY FROM ORIGINAL ESTIMATES; 
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(2) LOW OCCUPANCY RATE OF INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL IN KABUL 
CALLED INTO QUESTION DESIRABILITY OF BUILDING ANOTHER 
FIRST CLASS HOTEL THERE. 

3. CONCLUSION OF MEETINGS WAS THAT ENTIRE TOURISM PROJECT 
SHOULD BE RE-STUDIED ON BOTH SIDES AND NEW COST ESTIMATES 
MADE. IBRD LOAN OFFICER IJICHI CHARACTERIZED THIS 
PROJECT AS "ALMOST DEAD." HE SAID BANK OFFICIALS WERE 
GENERALLY IMPRESSED WITH GHAZI AND PLEASED TO HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW PROJECT. 

4. GHAZI ALSO MET WITH MEMBERS OF IBRD ECONOMIC MISSION, 
SCHEDULED FOR THREE-FOUR WEEK VISIT TO AFGHANISTAN 
BEGINNING O/A OCTOBER 17. LEADER OF TEAM WILL BE 
VINOD DUBEY (INDIAN NATIONAL). INGERSOLL 
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